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ANSWER 


ATHENIAN MERCURY 
Vol. 4 Nux. 14. 


CONCERNING 


INFANT-BAPTISM 


With an Account of divers Queſtions ſent by the Author (and 
ſome others) to the Athenian Society, which they 
have not yet anſwered. 


_ Gentlomin, 


eommonly taught) i the proper aud natural Anti- 
type of Circumciſion ? 

Riply, As to what you ſpeak of the Cy- 
ſtoms of Nations, Linguiſms, and of Men 
being ignorant of Radixes, or Original Sig- 
nifications in Langages, ſeems remote to rhe 
buſineſs, and ſerves for little elſe tian to 
blot Paper, or rather to darken Counſc} ; 
Certainly the Ortlinance of Baptiſm, one of 
the two great Sacraments of the New-Teſha- 
ment, doch nor lic ſo obſcure in God's Word, 
either what it is, or who are the proper Sub- 
jects thereof, that Men muſt be at a loG about 
it, unleſs they underſtand the Radixes, or 
original Significations of Languages, But to 
peocced, you would, is ſeems, have Baptiſm 
to be che proper Antitype of Cucumcition 
in ſome reſpe& and not in others. 

Firſt, From the Cuſtoms of che Jews in 
proſelyting the Gentiles into their Religion: 
io far you ſay indeed Circumci ſion was not 
a Type: bur a continuance of a Cuſtom. 
Now how abſurd 2 ridiculous that is which 

ou aſſirm upon this account, may to 
2 will you afſert and Hand by 2 thee Bep- 
tiſm was a Jewiſh Cuſtom, and ſo no pure 
Goſpeb Inſtitution? Doubtleſs, f fo, the Pha- 
riſces might have foon given our Saviour a 
ready Anſwer ro his great Queſtion, vic. 
The Bajtiſm of John, whither is it from Haven, 
or of Men? Mat. 21. 25. Certainly there 
was no Baptiſm of this nature of Divine In- 


— _ Un” received it from Hea- 
re ce 


rhry bad not only fraggits with the Oppoſition of 
dis nr Doftring, * ah CREE — 
mmer it was is Cuſtom was 

— Chow the Super-addition of the 
Al force of Baptifm, viz. a Confignation or Stal 
of the Covniant. : 

Reply. As you confeſs his Doctrine was 
new, ſo was his Bapriſm no doubt; for, as 


hi Bape * 
part of his DoArine, Pray, what was the 


of Repentance for the 
Mk 1.4. Morcover, 


(2) 


*. 


were more diſpleaſed with his new Dodrine 
chan with his new Practice. 


2, But what Authority have you to affirm, 


Goſpel · Baptiſm was but the continuance of - 


ewiſh Cuſtom, or was a Legal Rite, or rather 
indeed a human Tradition? for tis evident 
the Jews were not required,or commanded of 
God to baptize their Proſelytes, or ochers ; 
for Circumciſion was ee only Rict by which 
Proſetytes ( wha were Males ) were added 
to the Jewiſh Church, as we find Gad com- 
mended Abraham, And if Baptiſm had been 
ſo frequently praiſed amongſt che Jews, as 
you aſſert, wherefore did the Phariſees ſay 
to John, Why doſt than baptize, if this art not 
that. Chrif, nor Elm? Job! 1. 25. . Mores 
over, Bapriſm is direQly called a Principle 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt, Heb. 6. 1, 2. which 
Doctrine our Saviour ſaith he received from 
his Father. If it be a Principle of the Do- 
arine of Chriſt, it follows undeniably, he 
— —.— gave it 33 
more, if Baptiſm was praftiſed all algng 
mong the Jews, I . either they i- 
ſed it as & Mofaical Rite, or eſſe as a Fradi- 
tion of their own; not, ſay I, as a Moſaical 
Rite, becauſe Mes never commanded 


„ 


— — 9 —— — * 


a 


— ͤ— 


— — 


(4) 


Cuſtom again, ſo that here's no Scripture nor 
Argument brought by you to prove the thing 
in hand. As touching what you ſay of the Pa- 
rallel betwixt Circumciſion and Bapriſm ſig- 
nifies nothing; if in ſome things there ſhould 
he a Parallel, it doth not follow therefore 
Baptiſm was the Amitype of Circumciſion, 
What tho Circumciſion was the initiating 
Ordinance of the Male Children into the 
Jewiſh Church, and Bapriſm is that 1niria 
ring Ordinance into the Goſpel-Church ; rhis 
doth not prove the one the Type of the o- 
ther. 

5. But pray, what is it that the Anabaprills 
can never get clear of, or being ask'd the 
Expoſition, they muſt be ſilent, or give ſuch 
a Paraphraſe as you do? 1 muſt tell vou, I 
know no Text more full for our practice of 
baptizing Believers, than that M Col. a. 11, 12. 
We fay from thence, that rhe proper Anti- 
type of Circumciſion in the Fleſh, is the 
Circumci ſion of the Heart; and therefore 
not Baptiſm; tho tis granted by us, that in 
Baptiſm there is a Repreſentarion of the new 
Birth, and Mortification af Sin, which Cir- 
cumciſion was the expreſs Type of : And this 
cannot weaken nor filence us, but rather 
ſtrengthen our hands. All that can well be 
inſerred from this Text, Col. 2.11, 12. where 
the Apoſtle mentions Circumciſion and Bap- 
tiſm, is no more than this, vis. where 
Bapriſm is adminiſtred upon a proper Sub- 
ject, it repreſents the Spiritual and Myſtical 
Circumciſion of the Heart, i. e. that the Soul 
is dead to Sin, or that he hath put off the 
Body of Sins of the Fleſh by the Circnmciſion of 
Chrift ; which may refer to the Power of his 
Death in the Effects thereof, by the effeual 
Sin- killing Operations of the holy Spirit on 
the Heart : And as we being dead to Sin, we 
are alſo buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, boch 
in the Sign, i. t. covered all over in the 
Water, which reſembles in a lively Figure 
his Burial, and alſo in Signification, i. e. the 
Power and blefſed Effects of his Death, ha- 
ving been the Death of the old Man, or 
that Body of Sin in us ; herein alſo in like 
mant we are alſo riſen wien ham through 
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the Faith of the ation of God; i 
is likewiſe held 7 both in Sign ad phucy 
fication in true Baptiſm. 

Now if this be not your Paraphraſe on 
this Text, we cannot # ir, I know 
Learned Men who own Pedo-Baptiſm ſpeak 
to the ſame — nor is there any reaſon 
for you to ſay we muſt be ſilent, & c. as if 
we knew not what to ſay to this Text: Bur 
what is this for Infant-Bapriſm, or to prove 
Baptiſm the Antitype of Circumciſion? Doth 
Sprinkling repreſent a Burial? doth the Sign 
or Figure of Chriſt's Burial appear in ſprink- 
ling a little Water on the Face, and as it is 
done to an Infant, in whom Faith and Regene- 
ration 15 not wrought? what doth there appear 
in Stgnification? Doth nos the Ch of 
England ſay, that Baptiſm is the outward Sign 
of an inward ſpiritual Grace ; ſure that is bur 
a mock-Baptiſm, where there is neichgr the 
Sign or Figure of Chriſt's Death and Burial, 
c. nor that inward Work wr upon the 


the ſame thing; which perhaps incouraged 
you thus to write: But to correct 

neſs, and ſilenee you and chem to, conſider 
what I and the ioned 

have ſaid. Is it 


Circumcifion may anſwer, or run Parallel 
wich Baptiſm, you bring in the Practice of 
ſome Heathen Nations who circumciſed 
cheir Females; we ſhall have it anon; the 
truch is, the Proof and Explanation of In- 
fant · Baptiſm ſhall be ſufficiently made out 
before you have done; if fabulous and er. 
roneous Tradirions of Jews, Heathens, and 
Apoſtate Chriſtians will do it; bur if no bet · 
ter Authority or Proof can be brought for 
it chan what 1s contained in your Mercy, tis 
rime for all Chriſtians with Shame e- 
nough to caſt ir off, Should I tell my Rea- 
der why ſome Heathens circumciſed their 
Females, it might greatly expoſe you. But 
to cloſe with your firſt Queſtion, rake what 
Dr. Fer. Taylor, late Biſhop of Down, hath 
ſaid upon this Conceit, i. t. that Circumci- 


ſion figured Baptiſm; theſe are his words, vi. 
© The e lach he, ſrom Circumciſion 


is in upon infinire Conſigurati F. 
© gures and ve nothing unleſs a 
* Command go 3 them, or ſome 
— to ſignify h to be their purpoſe : 
© for the Deluge of Waters and che Ark of 
« Noah were F of Baptifm, faith Peter. 


« If therefore the Circumſtances of the one 
« ſhould be drawn to the other, we ſhould 
make Baptiſm a Prodigy rather than a 
Rice. The Paſchal Lamb was 4 Figure of 
« the Euchariſt, which ſucceds rhe orher, as 
« Baptiſm doth ro Circumcifion : tut becauſe 
there was in the Manducarion of the Paſ- 
* chal Lamb no Preſcriprion of Sacramental 
« Drink, ſhall we thence conclude that the 
* Euchariſt is to be adminiſtred in one kind? 
And even in the Ae 
* gument, ſuppoſe a 
© analogy between Circufncifion and Bap- 
yet their is no Correſpondency of Iden- 
i tho it be granted, that both of 


«hath die conſign the Covenant of Fairh, 
yet there is nothing in the Circumſtances 
| circumciſed that fo 


© of Children 


cau 
« Fleſh, whish being imptinted upon the la- 
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* fant, did its work to them when they came 
to Age ʒ and ſuch a Character was neceſſary, 
©becauſe there was no word added to the 
Sign ; but Bapriſm imprints nothing that 
© remains on the Body; and if it leaves a 
Character at all, ic is u the Soul to 
which the word is added, which is as 
much 2 — of the Sacrament as the Sign 
it (elf; for both which Reaſons it is requi- 
© fire that the Parry baprized ſhould be ca- 
* pable of Reaſon, that they may be capa- 
ble both of the Word and of the Sacra- 
ment, and the Imprefs* upon the Spirit: 
Since therefore the Reaſon of the Parity 
© does w fail, there is nothing leſt to in- 
©fer a ty of complying in the Circum- 
* ſtance of Age, any more than in the o- 
© ther Annexes of es: Then the Infant 
* muſt alſo preciſely be baptized rhe 
* eighth day, and Females muſt not be bap- 
©rized at all, becauſe nor circumciſed j bur 
i were more proper, if we would under- 
* ſtand ir a right, to proſecute the Analogy 


from the Type to the Ancicype, by the way 
for Letter and Spirit, and Significarion z and 
as Circumeifion iſm, ſo alſo the 


Adjuncts of che circumciſed ſhall ſignify 
© ſome thing ſpiricual in the Adherence of 
© Bapriſm ; and therefore as Infants were 
© circumciſed, fo ſpiritual Iufadts ſhould be 
* baptized, which is ſpirirual Circumciſion ; 
© for therefore Babes had the Miniſtry of the 
Type to fignify chat we muſt, when we give 
© our Names to Chriſt, become Children in 
Malice, and then the Type is made com- 
* pleat. Thus the worthy Doctor hath 
—_— your — 1575 you too. If 
Ci hon a Bapriſi 

he hath ſhewed how, 24 if it be 
fo taken; bur the truth is, all Types ceaſe 
when the Antitype is come, the one muſt 
give way to the other; but Circumciſion did 
continue in full force ſome Years after 
Baptiſm was in full force; for Circumciſion 
ended not till Chriſt nailed it to his Croſs 3 
therefore it could not be the Type of Bap» 
tiſm: but how a Shadow or Sign ſhould be 
the proper Antiey pe of a- Shadow I fee — 
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Ent cncugh hach been ſaid ta. the, 'and I 
ſhould not have ſaid ſo much to it, but 
Vecauſe your Notion ſeems, ng to ſome. 
As rouchirg the other; awe Saigtures 
vou mention, zi. that in 1 . 10. tis 
very impertinently cited for your buſmeß, 
to prove Circumciſion the Type of Go- 
ipel-Bapriſan ; bur this Text Nel no- 
ching of that 10 che leaſt, nor no more- 
doch that in Petter. Su the Red · ſea 
was a Figure of Baptiſm, and fo alſo the 
Water and Ark of Noah; what of all this, 


was but a figurative Baptiſm, and proves 
nothiog; beſides, it would — Unbe- 
uſe there 


beſides, much Cattel were with them in the 
Sea, and under the Cloud. 


Queſt. 2. Nhat certain indubitably Grounds can 
wt haus ſor the Practice of Infant-Baptiſm, 

You anſwer, The certain Ground is from 
the Scripture, and firſt from the Words of 
the Commiſſion, Matth. 28. wahwrevours 
x v7 T7" An, diſciple all Nations ; and then 
follows, Baptiʒinę them in the name, cc. 

From the order of which words (you 
ſay) Iufants are not excluded from Baptiſm, 
as is generally believed by Anabaptiſts; a 
Perſon may be Baptized before he is ay x 
for ſay you walwrwours, Matbttuſate, fignt- 
fies, to diſciple all Nations perſonally and 
ſubjectively; being a general word, it con- 
tains the other two that follow, viz, Bap- 
rizing and Teaching, it being a word of 
the imperative Mode, and the other tuo 
only Participles; ſo that the Commiſſion 
of it is that, and the Mode of it theſe : bur 
in the Mode, Eaptizing them preceeds 
Teaching them to obſerve all things, &c. 
Reh. Becauſe where is a Teaching fol- 
lows Baptiſm, doth is therefore follow, ac- 
cording to the Order of che ſacred Com- 


miſſion, there is no Teaching indiſpenſbly 
to go before che Perſon is ed? You 
hgve cauſe to tremble for trifling and baſely 
iayertiag che order of the Commiſſion of 
our Blcfled Saviour ; what though che 
Greek word Diſciplis, or make Diſtipl 

be a word of the imperative Mode; 

ſtrange ! „ found it out, will this 
do your buſineſs, doth it therefore contain 


Doctrine aud Practice, that fo they may be 
faithful Followers of Chriſt unto the end. 
This Teaching after Baptiſm indeed the 
Baptiſts cannot deny, they ſhould be 
ſo fooliſh as to fay, a Baptixed Believer 
needs no further teaching, c. but you 
know in your Conſciences, we deny, and 
, = 11 — 3 
jon, that any ought to be Baptized, 
fuch who are made Diſciples by their frſi 
being taught. Doch Baptiſm, Sirs, make 
Diſciples ? if you 
do vor aſſert that, what do you fay ; and 


; 
: 
8 
— 
0 


if all Nations, ar any in the Nati arc 
to be Baptized before they are taught ar 
made Arn not a „ 
che Authority of — 4 85 
Turks, Pagans and Infidels, wich their Chil- 
dren, as well as the Infancs of Chriſtian 
people? 


Morcover, if ſo be Baptizing may go 
before T hi e 


not. 22 did Chriſt make Diſciples firſt, 
40d baptize them? Job. 4. 1. I maſt 
d tell you, that your icion of the 
Commiſſion in Matthew, doth tend to in- 
vert the Order of the ſame Commiſſion in 
— 16. 15, 16. where our Saviour com- 
mands his Diſciples ro go and preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature, and then ſaich, 
He that belicveth and is Baptized, hall be ſaved ; 
tis not he that is baptized and then be- 
lieveth ʒ bur 4 godly and learn- 
ir due, they I find dare not 


rhe * ia. to ze 
© whererto is anncxcd the Promiſe of Salva- 
tion. a 


aich he, in 0 conrengn che Rules af Order, 
eſor here can we find it if not here 2 I pto- 


— 
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inimating; unleſs he fo believed" he might 


miſt (you ſay Coutnant_) made ta you aud your 
Children. © 


this Text proves not that any Children 
ſhould be 6h, 


ei my Couſcience is fully ſatisfied from 
© this Text, that there is one ſort of Faith 
© aving, even Saving that muſt $9 before Eap- 
— the proſeſſion whereof the Miniſter 


expect. | 
Your ſecond Sciprure-Ground is that of 
whole Families being baptized. 
Rebiy; Lou cannot be ignorant that this 
hach been often invalid: How 
Families are there in this City, in whic 
there is not one Infant, Beſides, tis ſaid, 
Paul preached the Word to the Jailor and to 
all in his Houſe : alſo tis expreſly ſaid, He 
believed in Cad with all bis Howſe, We have 
as much Ground to believe, in theſe Families 
there were ſome Servants or Children who 


liewi 
as lines Cidre Ochers may 1nfer ungodly 
Servants and unbelieving Chi that were 


grown up to Men and Women, were 
tized allo oe Jr Fan In Jailors Fa- 


- milies nowadays tis evident there are too 


wicked and ungodly ones; and this 
wes none of the beſt before converted, 


Tow third Scrigtare-Graund us that of the Pre- 


, Reply; How oſten have we ſhewed that 


(8) 


rye, tis to no more of the Jews and their 
Children or Offspring, and ſuch who were 
afar off, than the Lord ſhall call or make 
Diſciples by the Word and eſſectual Operati- 
ans of the Holy Spirit. My Sons and Daugh- 
ters are as much my Children when they are 
twenty or thirty Years old, as well as when 
Babes. Dr. Ham gand allo grants, Children in 
this Text dorh not reter to Infants as ſuch, 
bur to the Poſterirv of che Jews, p. 490. Seck. 
21. If ye be Cinift's, then you are Abraham's 
Seed, and Heirs acrovding to tha Promiſe, The 
Children of the Fliſu, ſaith Paul, thee art not 
the Children of G; but the Children of the Pro- 
miſe are accounted for the Seed, Rom. 9. 8. Not 
if you be the Offspring of Abraham according 
to the Fleſh, or Seed of Bchevers. 

Your fourth Scripture - Proof is, that of ſach 
is the Kingdom of Htaun, 

Reply, This proves no more Children ought 
to be baptized, than they ought to receive 
the Lord's Supper, Baptiſm being a mere po- 
ſitive Precept, and only depends upon the 
Will and ſovereign Pleaſure of the great Law- 
giver Jeſus Chriſt A thouſand ſuch Inſtan- 


ces prove not they ought to be baptized, ex- 
cept there was a Precept annexed, of Prece- 
dent for it in God's Word. Beſides, of ſuch, 


cc. Cas one well obſerves) may intend ſuch 
and ſuch that have like Qualiries, viz.harmleſs, 
meek, c. as Children: Therefore the Ana- 
baptiſts (as you call them) are not unchat i- 
rable, who ſay, Infants have no more Right 
to Baptiſm than unreaſonable Creatures; for 
what can give them Right thereto, but the 
Authority of God's Word ? 

You ask what Priviledg the Children of 
Believers have above Unbehevers ? ' We an- 
ſwer, They have the advantage of their Pa- 
rents Prayers, Inſtruction, godly Education, 
and good Example. 

Bur, ſay you, they av bo!y. 

Anſw, We deny it intends federal Holineſs, 
ſuch as qualifies Children for Baptiſm. We 
read in Mal. 2. 15. of Marriage, and that 
Children begorren in lawful Wedlock are cal- 
led a godly Seed, in oppoſition to their being 
legitimate. Now that it was about Mar- 


riages the Corinthians wrote to S. Paul, is evi- 
dent, they doubting of the Lawfulneſs ol abi- 
ding with their unbelicving Husbands and 
Wives: And to ſqiisfy them about this Mat- 
ter, he tells chem, the unbelieving Husband 
was ſanctiied by (or rather to) the believing 
Wife, & c. that is ſet apart or conſecrated to 
each other in lawful Marriage, (for tis doubt- 
leſs no other Sanctification) d were your Chil- 
dren unclean, that is, Baſtards ; but now are they 
holy, chart is, lawfully begotten. And we find 
divers Learned Men give the ſame Expoſition 
on theſe Words, See Be; That the Word 
ſaich he, is not to be underſtood an Adverb 
of Time, but a ConjunRion that's wont to be 
uſed in the aſſumption of Arguments; and ſo 
the Senſe is | But now}, that is, Foraſmuch 
as the unbelieving Husband is ſanRified to the 
Wife, your Children are holy, that is, law- 
fully begotten and born. We read in Zachary, 
that the Bells and Pots of the Lord's Houſe were 
holy ; may be the Papiſts from thence preſume 
to baptxe Bells, and they have as much rea- 
ſon ſo ro do, as there is by the Authority of 
God's Word for any co baptize Infams. As 
touching what you ſpeak of little Children 
coming to Chriſt, that the Original or Greek 
Word is the ſame with exon. dir to 
lyte, what figrafies that? how often is tha 
Word mentioned in other Places, to fignify 
any manner of coming to? c. Tu a 
way of proſelyting Perſons, and never to 
teach or inſtruct them, See theſe Scriptures 
where the ſame Word is uſed : | 
aun, Mat. 26. 7. Thert came wito him. Mat. 
26. 17. The Diſciples came; Gr. agony Gt 
und Ty. Mat. 26, 49. Forthwith be came to 
Jeſus, Gr. Y wins argon Ry mM Ince. 
Mat. 26. 69. There camt unto him (4 Girl or) 4 
Damſel; Gr. ag;onk9vv aun wi a mudV oxy. 
Mar. 26. 73. And aftir 4 while (or a while 
after) came unto him they that flood by ; Gr. 4 
Tt WIREIV e ITES Ut iges. 
But you proceed further to prove Infants 
nt to be baptized, and that from the Lini- 
ve For ( of — 2 in all Coun- 
tries: For (as you lay) Tirtul. de preſoriptwr” 
beret, ch. 28. Erqud veriſanile, 42. Had the 
Chur · 


Churches crred, they would have va- 
ried, &c. 

Reply. If you cannot prove Infate-Baptiſm 
from Scripture, you are gong for ever; for this 
Argument of yours to prove it is like that of 
che Papiſts, ro prove their Church the true 
Church, viz. Univerſality and Antiquity, Kc. 
it was nor the practice of the Churches firſt 
planted by the Apoſtles, that's plain; and 


"tis as evident Errors were as uni- 


verſally received, and ſome very carly too; 
beſides, you cant be ignorant how the Greek 
Church varies from che Latin. 

pray take whar Dr. Below hach (aid 


3 If you had ſaid there were no 


ions, i. 4. ſuch who only 


they affirmed ſhe had Tike Power to change 
the Subject, and inſtead of Believers to bap- 
tize Infants who have no Underſtanding. 
Pray what Precept of the Moſaical Law lay 
ſo dark or obſcure, that it could not be 
proved without Conſequences ? Did not fs 
make every Law, Precept or Command plaid, 
that he that run might read it? and yet 
Chriſt is ſaid to excecd Moſes, being fairbful as 
a Son over his own Houſe, Hb. 3. Thoſe Con- 
ſequences you have drawn, all impartial Men 
may ſee prove nothing. 

Moreover, what you ſpeak about thoſe 
great Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, as if 
they could not be proved without Conſe- 
quences, muſt not by any means be allowed; 
nor can I rake it to be true. Cannot we find 
the Doctrine of the Trinity in the Scripture, 
and that Chriſt is God and the ſecond Perſon, 
and that he was born of the Virgin, without 
Conſequences? Is it, Wiſdom in you in ſuch a 
corrupt Age as this is, to lay down ſuch Aſſer- 
tions / Were thoſe things the Matter of Con- 
woverſy between you and me, you ſhould 
bear what poſitive and plain Scri Proof 
mighe (as you know hath oſten mage be 
brought upon that account; but to pals by 
this, [ m the Baptiſm of Eclievyers lics 
plain in God's Word, but Infanc-Bapuſm is 
not to be found therein, 


Queſt, 4. Why was not Chrifs baptiʒed bejore 
be wa. tht Tiars old ? 1 * 

You anſwer, From the ſame Reaſon that 
the Jailor, the Eunuch and St. Peter's Con- 
verts were not, viz. there is no adhering to 
a Doctrine before it is inſtituted or preached z 
but ſay you Infant. Baptiim wes mugh Lefore 
our Saviour's time, as amongſt choſe of riper 
Years ſince, and that you ſay i Proof e- 
nough. 

Ryply. It can't be Proof enough to anſwer 
the Queſtion, and as to prove Iulant-Bapulm 
it utrerly fails; but if Infarc-Bapriſan was 
much before our Saviour's time as an Inſtiry- 
tion of God, there was no Want of an Inſti. 
tution when he was a Bale; and therefore 
your Reaſon why he deferred his Baptiſm ib 


( 10 ) 


gone. Was it in being long before, and yet 
not inſtituted or appointed n bo 
you not herein implicitly confeſs that Cuſtom 
amongſt the. Jews was human? Nor will ir 
ſerve your turn to ſay, it was inſtituted a-new 
as a Goſpel-Ordinance,becauſe you affirm Bap- 
tiſm under the Goſpel was rhe Continuation 
of that old Cuſtom, wich the Suprr-addition of 
the full Force of Baptiſm, viz. 4 Conſignation or 
S:al of tht Covenant. Do you not intimate it 
was not inſtituted a new, but rather a Cuſtom 
continued ? upon which you (with thar Addi- 
tion and ſome others before you) ſeem to 
lay che Scaeſs of your Infants Baptiſm, 
And if ſome Additions were made to the old 
Cuſtom, why might chere got be ſome Dimi- 
nutions alſo ? if jc were a-new iuſticuted, 
it is all one as if ic had never been in being be- 
fore ; for the Right any have to Bapriſm and 
a 
to it, muſt of neceſſity who 4 


d upon the new Infſtirurion or Law of 
Chriſt ; If thereſore Baptiſm wholly 
depends on the new Inſtitution, then the old 

m is gone for ever (had ic been a Mo- 
faical Rite) like a in a 
Will, made void by Teſtaror's laſt 
Will and Teſtament ; though ſome of 
the ſame thing may be re 4 in the laſt 
Will, chat was in the firſt, yet .. _ 
decides the Controyerſy ; but in ChrilF's laſt 
Will and Teſtament, Infant-Baptiſm is not to 
be found, nor was it indeed an Ordinance or- 
dained of God before Chriſts time. Sce my 
Anſwer about chis in Anſwer to che firſt Que 


2. Certain! 
Chr iſt had been 


ey ; no douht | 
not want an Adminiſtrator ; he could have 
have 
Tuche Go- 
it. was he{ ' 502 44 
it clearly. ſhews us that adalt Perſons owght to 


manner of adm fiftradon and all rhi 
per 
nd 


be admitted to that Ordinance only, and not 
Babes : 


(11) 
Babg = By which Example of his he hath baptized, becauſe there doch nor, cannot 
6 or at leaſt wiſe pear in hem cha Nee penal Work of 
ſne neck the Congruity or ſweet Agreement the Spirit which ought to be figpificd thereby; 
there is between his Precept and his own and as the this reaſon cannot be the pro- 
Pfadice. r Se of Bapuſm : So likewiſe it cannot 
b . done by ſprinkling, becauſe char Act cannot 
Queſtion 5. Why Sprinkling, aud not Dip- repreſent thoſe Signs and Goſpel-Myſteries, 
ping ? Lou anſwer, Our Church denics not which the Law-giver intended ſhould be held 
the latter, (char is, dipping) but looks upon farthin char holy Adminiſtrat ion. | 
ir. as 2 clear Repreſencation of our Saviour? But why do you Gay this is a circumſtantial 
deſcending into the Grave, abiding there, aud Thing? Was not Nadab and Abibs's Trani- 


again, &c 
rj __ | 
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. — our bleſſed Sariour, 
| 9 | or belong 
wh a here Water; nor would. chey 
any ſurther Right, ſhould they be 30- 
0 he ized, ſice chere is no Command 


K. 


Queſt, 7. I Children be ſad whither H.. 
sf — — what 3 1 
Tou anſwer, tis a Badg a ex · 
dent Note of Diſtin&ion ed e den 
of infidels ; and as we come to the Know- 
B 2 ledg 


ledg of ſpiricual Things by Senſe, fo tis an 


Evidence of -a greater aſſurance of the Fa.. 


vour of God to them, being inviſibly intro. 
duced into the Covenant of Grace. 

Reply. 'Tis no Badg of Chriſt beſure, be- 
cauſe he never gave it to them; and if ir 
be an evident Note of Diſtinction from the 


Children of Infidels, tis wholly of Man's 
making. You know what w ful ne 
are aſcribed to Chriſm by the Papiſts who uſe 


Salt, Oil and Spittle, c. in Baptiſm, and 
to other deviſed Rites and Ceremonies uſed 
by them; and I have as much ground from 
God's Word to believe what they ſay, as 
what you ſay, who affirm and not; 
why, do you not ſay they are thereby made 
Members 4 laren of God, and Inhe- 
ritors of the Kingdom of Heaven ? Pray, what 
an aſſurance can that give them of the Fa- 
vour of God, unlefs he had appointed it, and 
imparted ſome ſpiritual Grace thereby to 
them? Nay, and what Arguments do you 
bring to prove they thereby are introduced 
into the Covenant of Grace? Can any out- 
ward Act bring or introduce People either 
young or old into the Covenant of Grace, 
if they are brought thereby into the Cove- 
nant of Grace? I hope they ſhall all be ſa- 
ved that are baptized (as you call ir) [ 
hope you are not for falling away, or that 
any Soul who is in the Covenant of Grace 
hall periſh eternally, Moreover, how can 
they come ro the knowledg cf ſpiricual 
Things by Senſe ? indeed in the caſe of Cir- 
cumcifion, which lett a Mark in the Fleſh, 
they might more probably underſtand by 
the ſight of the Eye, thoſe ſpiritual Things 
ſignified by it; bur Baptiſm leaves no ſuch 
Mark : Nothing appears to their Senſes when 
they come to knowledg that can have any 
ſuch Tendency ; I fear rather it is a great 
means when they are gruwn up,to blind their 
Eyes, and caufe them to think ( as many 
ignorant People do) that they are made 
thereby Chriſtians, and ſo in a ſaved State, 
2nd never look aſter the Work of Regene- 
arion. 


( 12) 


Queſt. 8. Whither bave Children Faith or 
10 ; ſince Faith and Repentance are Pre-requites 
to Baptiſm ? 3 

Your Anſwer is. That you have 
that according to the words of the Come 
million, Baptiz ing goes before Teaching; 
therefore there is not ſuch a pre · requiſite- 
neſs as ſome dream of; you have ſad fo 1 
muſt confeſs from the Commiſſion, but have 
not proved ir, but rather made work for 
Repenrance, by ftriving to invert the 'Oxder 
of the ſacred Commiſſion of our Saviour, ec. 
But fay you admit Faith as pre · requiſite to 
Baptiſm; we could anſwer, that Children 
have Faith potentia, tho not in as vil 
As an Artift when he is indiſpoſed or aſleep, 
is potentially an Artiſt, tho not actually 

Reply, you ſhould attempt to af- 
firm Children Faith potentie; who told 
you fo? when was this imagi Faith in- 
fuſed into them? ir muſt be either by Na- 
ture, Art, or Grace or elſe your Simily is 
loſt. You are Jook'd\ upon indeed to be 
Philoſophers, but this is above my Under- 
ſtanding, 'or 1 bur 
you ſuppoſe thar Palſage in Math. 18. 
your buſineſs ; whereas tis evident that our 
Saviour ſpeaks chere of ſuch little ones h 
were indeed capable to believe; it 
ſuch a little one as you would have 
We doubt not but God oſtimes 
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(14) 
Ouerie: for the Abenian Society ts Anſwer, ſome of which were farmerly 


ſent to them, but were paſſed by in ſilence, t. On Infants the Subjects of 
Baptiſm. And, 2. What Baptiſ;n is. 


Firſt; VV . 
Covenant made with Abra- 


har, orc with 115 Fleſhly Seed, and che o- ing aged 
ther with his Spiricual Seed, fagnified by che cumciſed as 
Pond Woman and the Free Woman, and . Fanthly; 
thcir Sous !briacd and ac? 
If , 1 query, Whether Circamciſion 
was an Ordinarce chat appertained to che 
Coverane of Grace, and was the Seal of it? 
1. Bccauſe cis couttadiſtiaguiſhed fram che 
Cover at:t of Grace, or free Promiſe of God, 
Rom. 4. 2. Aud tis alſo called a Yoke of 
Bondage, And, 3. Tis aid alſo, that he 
that was circumciſed, was 4 Debter to I the 
Whole Law, And, 4. Becauſe mae, who 
was Hot a Child of che Covenant of Grace 
with Eſ28, and many others, yer were te- 
quircd to be circumciſed as well as Iſacc. 
And, 5. Since 'tis peittuvely faid Faith was 
imputed to Abraham for rot 
in Circumciſion, How was it unputed tben? 
when bt was circumciſed, or uncircumciſed ? not 
when be was circuunciſed, but when be was un- 
circumtiſed, Rom. 4. 10. 
Secondly z Whether the being che Male- 
Children of Belicrers, as ſuch, gave them 
richt to Circumciſion, ar not rather «he 
nicer poſitive Command of God4o Abhens 3 
{mce we do not read of any other Godly 
Man's Seed in Abraham's days, or ſiuce, had 
any riglit chereto, but only ſuch who 
were born in his Houſe, or bought with 
his Mony ? | 
Thirdiy ; Whether Circumciſion could be 
ſaid ro be the Scal of any Man's Faith fare 
Abraham's only, ſeeing dis ſaid, be recived 2— 
the Sign of Circumriſon, a Seal of the Righttouſ- n Whether choſe diſſerent grounds 
neſs of the Faith he had mark] yet being upon which the Righr of Infant · haptiſm is 


And 


2 
— 


7 


uncircumciſied, that he might be the Fatber of all etended by the Fathers of old and the 
That belitue ; which was the Priviledg of A- rt Divines, doth well agree wich an 
Van only: for how could Circumciſion he Infticution that is a meer poſirive Rite, de- 
a Scal to Children of that Faith they had -penditig wholly on the Will of the 3 

1 


* 


; (15) 
doth not give juſt cauſe to all ro queſtion its Trurhiy; whe 
Authority ? ſhould: arrain ro the knowledg of the Greck 

1. Some Pedo-Bapriſts aſſerted, It took a- Tongue, or of the Engitſh, or any 
way Original Sin, and ſuch who denied it Tongue into which the Original ſhould be 
were anathemarized. ed, by reading over the New Teſta- 
- 2. Some affirm, That Children are in the ment a thouſand times he could ever find 
Covenant; and being the Seed of Believers, Infants ought ro be Baprized ; if not, how 
are fedorally Holy, therefore ought to be doth it che Faith of People abou: 
Bapcized. 

4 Another ſort of Pedo-Bapriſts ſay, They 
ought ro be Bapuzed, by virtue of their Pa- 
rents Faith. 

4+ Others affirm, They have Faith them- 
ſelves, and arc Diſciples, and therefore muſt 
be baptized. | 
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*Qhriſtians, and fo never look aſter Regene- 
ration, nor true Baptiſm, which ts 
or ſigniſies that inward Work of Grace upon 
the Heart? 

Fijtren; Whether the Ancient Church, 
who gave the Lord's __ to Infants, as well 
as Bapriſm, might not be allowed as well to 
do the one as the other, ſince Faith and Holy 
Hahirs are as much required in thoſe who are 
to be Baptized, as in ſuch who comagarthe 
Lord's Table? And all ſuch in the Apoſtolick 
Church, who-were Baptized, were imme- 
diately admitted to break Bread, &c. And 
alſo che Arguments taken from the Cove- 
nant, and becauſe ſaid ro be Holy, and to 
belong to the Kingdom of Heaven, are as 
ſor them to receive the Lord's , there 
being no Command nor Example tor either, 


leave the Greck word Baptiſm, or Bt 
and not turn it into Engliſh, 155 — 
have not done ſo, but concrariwile tranſlate, 
for John the Baptiſt, John the Dooper ; atid 
tor he Baptized, he dooped, or dipped them ? 
Nineteen; Whether thoſe who tranſlate out 
of one Language into another, ought not to 
tranſlite every word into the ſame 
into which rhey turn ir, 
word in the ſame Origi 


tranſlate every word, but alſo to give the 


and human Tradition carrying it equally for the 


both for ſeveral Centuries. 

Sixtten; Whether Nadab, Abibu, and U- 
2ab's Tranſgreſſions were not as much Cir- 
- cumſtantials, and fo as ſmall Errors, as to al- 
cer Dipping into Sprinkling ; and frem an 
u ing Believer, to 4 ignorant 
Babe? And whether to allow the Church a 
Power to make ſuch Alterations, be not dan- 
gerous ? ſee Rev. 22. And doth not this open 
Door to other Innovations? f 

Seventeen; Whecher there is any juſt Cauſe 
ſor Men to vilify and re the People 


— a — in the New Teſtament, 
al n 
—— none but ſuch who made pro 
feſſion of their Faith? And the Church of 
Exgland alſo faith, Faith and Repentance are 
required of ſuch who art to be Baptized. We 
dare not | 
cannot find it written, tis from the holy Fear 
of God, leſt we ſhould offend and fin againſt 
him, by adding to his Word. 

ichen; What ſhould be che reaſon thar 
our faithful Tranſlacors of the Bible ſhould 


prize our Children, becauſe we 
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(18) 
3. If this pretended Covenane was not of 6, That dis (elkifling Crueltie to thei” 
God's Appoinement, I query, how theſe Chil- own Souls, 9. And a damning. Sin? 
dren who refuſe to agree to the {aid Cove- 4. IT query, whether this be good Divini- 
Banc when at Ape, can thereby be guilry, - NNN Doctrine? And whe- 
1. Of reze&ing Chriſt, 2. Of renouncing the ther unwarrantable: Articles of Faich, taken 
Bleflings of the Goſpe!, 3. And that tis Re- out of the Jewiſh Talmud, or Turkiſh Alcorar,, 
bellion continued againſt their Maker, 4. That may not by as Authority be put into a 
tis Ingratitude and Per jury to their Rdeem - Chriſtian Catechiſm, as ſuch Aſſertiots as theſe ? 
er, 5. Groſs Injuſtjce to their Parents. 


Four Queries ſent by, another Hand to the Athenian Society. 


Gentlemen, 
Humbly conceive, that no Man knoweth- what is a Duty but by the 
Scriptures :, And ſince Pedo-Baptiſm cannot be proved by the Word 
of God, as every Man may know, and is generally acknowledged by the 
moſt Learned Aſſertors of that Practice; it therefore. plaialy followeth, in 
my Judgment, that Infant-Baptifm-is no- Ordinance of God's Appoint- 
ment, but an Innovation. 
L. therefore. ſeriouſly query * 
K-TY T7 Hethtr Tradition, Jewiſh Talnwdi, the Opinion. of private Doctors, 
Schoolmen, &c. be a ſufficient Warrant for. the Churches to eft abliſh 
ſuch a Practice, that hath neither Precept nor in the Holy Scriprures i 
II. Since the pretended Foundation of Inne pm, (viz. its abſolute na- 
erſſiy to. Salvation) proving to be 4 Miſt aks of the Text, Jong. 5- 4 i ge- 
ner ally. acknowledged by Proteſtants, Whether the Structure ought not to. fall with 
, A it did in the Cuſe of giving the Child the Eacharift f g 
I: Whither the Faith of the Parent, or Goſſip, onthe. Child. bthalf, bt re- 
quired of God, or will be imputed to the Child y, I net, why ventared on, 
and not rather a waiting for Faith un the Subjdtt; as required in Holy Writ, by 
the Apeſtles and Primitive Churches, and ſeemingly by the Church of England 
9 : W 157 God, 
IV. Whether the Church hath 4 good Warrant | 77 r bbfore G 
ia changim the Mode from Dippi — Sprinkling ? and whet Alteration | 
Auth fo _ anſwer the Deſign of, he Hay God, & that Ceremony which himſelf 
appointed ä : 


Gentlemen, . 
T knew nothing of that Genrleman's' \nimadverſions, or chax he; — r re bo 
tended to take notice of your- Arey, till l had wrote whavlimended to fay, | when 1 
too late. ſam.ies. © - FR —— | 


Contajnin? ſome Remarks « 


Numb. 18. publiſhed 
Gentlemen, 
usr as my Anſwer to your firſt treu 
J about luſant · Baptiſm was finiſhed, and 
almoſt printed off, your ſecond Paper on 
the ſame Subject came to m Hand : 
tho 1 was — concerned A 1 
led, Animadverſions on your other Mercury 5 yet, 
till a further Anſwer is prepared, I ſhall make 
ſome what you have ſaid in 


your prerended Reply ro that Gentleman, 
e. 


Pa 
ds, © (by chis time) you ma 


perceive, nor don't conclude you have it 


C19) 
pPOSTSCKALP:Ii.: 


on the Athenian Mercury, Vl. 4. 
turday, Novemb. 28. 1691. 
Q 


2. If you ſay notwichſtanding, "Children. 
of the Fleſh, or the natural Sged, being once 
in the Covenant, and never caſt out, (by 
reaſon that Law or Covenant, for their in- 
covenanting being not repealed ) is always 
in force, , 

Riply 1. That the Old or firſt Covenant, 
X = 2 — 2 [ore 7 

away „ that be might eftabli 
the ſecond. | 45 


bring them into the Goſpel-· Church by Ba 
iſm, i. e. the fleſhly or natural Seed, as ſuc 
Nom is the Ar laid to the Root of the Tyres. 
Faxrthly ; — 4.41 8, and Jr. 31. 
to ſhe# what Bapriſm ſeals ro Infants, proves 


preſerves them to Ecernal. Life 3 
therefore the Children of Believers, as ſuch, 
* not in it: And if they are no ocherwiſe 
in it than condicionally, that is, if they re- 

believe, &. I ask you what Priviledg 
is, more than w the Children of es- 
thens and Infidels have? for if they believo 
and repem, ſhall they not have the fame 
Bleſſings & Priviledges of the Covenant allo ? 
the Adult Profefiars, we ſay, if they 
finally away, it ſhews they nc ver indeed 
in the Covenant of Grace. As ro A- 
the Holy Spirit ſeals Re- 
vation to them, and they ſhall 
JISC 
.there bei 
thar Ordinance as to a Death unte 
what they experienced wrought on 
ir 
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Sin, 


Heir Souls before Baprized ; tho, tis true, 
they thereby, for the time to come, covenant 
to walk in newneſs of Life, | 

Fiſthy; As touching the great Commiſſ 
on, Mat. 28. whege you urge Baptzing goes 
before Teaching, we have fully anſwgred 
you in the precedent Reply z we prove, there 
1s a Teaching goes before Baptiſm, and yer 
alſo a Teaching after, Why do you attempt 
to blind the Eyes bf- the unwary Reader 

 Sirthly; To what E ou mention 
Jairuss Daughter? do we deny but that the 
Parents Faith and Prayer, may procure out- 
ward Ble ſſings, nav, and ſpiritual Ones too; 
and as much perhaps for their poor carnal 
Neighbours and Friends? A ſhall 
fray for you, The fervent Prayer of a Righ- 
teous Man availeth much, but it darh hot give 
Riglit to their Friends or Children to Bap- 
tum. 

Seventhly; As to your Syriac Tranſlation, 
that the Jaylor and all the of his Houſe 
were Baprizcd : I argue, All his Sons, no 
doubt, were grown up ro Ape, becauſe tis 
ſaid, he belier u, with all bis Huſt, If he had 
Sons grown up, and yer did not believe, then, 
by your Argument, Unbelievers may be Bap- 
ted; but ko this ſee our Anſwer. 

Eigbehiy; As to your proof from that 
Paſſage, i. e. Safer little Chilityen to (ome unte 
nt. Take the words definitely or indetnire- 
ly, it proves norhing for you; for Chriſt 
Leprized no Child, for with his own 
Hards he Baprizcd no Perſon at all; uh. 4. 1, 3. 

'ewas to lay his Hands upon them, not ro Bap- 
tit them, Moreover, I have before told you, 
thoſe little Ones, Fark g. 42. were Adult, 
Wyo: wt hill offend one of theft little Outs that be- 
liege ia e I affirm, our Saviour fpeaks only of 
tuch h:ele Ones as were grown ap to ſuch 
Ape, as in very deed did believe in him, ard 
noc Babes of rwo or ten . old. But, you 
ſay, vou would have no Children proſelyted, 
dut ſuch as Timathy, &c. To which you an- 
ſu er, That according to the Original, thoſe 
Children char did e Fay mggs,which word we 
have ſhewed fignifres y common coming. 
(and may be tuct wio come in thieit Parents 


(20) 


— 


Arms). Let Babes come to Chriſt, this way or 
that, he baprized none of them: I may in- 
fer as well, becauſe little Children come or 
were 1 ty Chriſt, and of ſuch are the 
Kingdom of Heaven; therefore they may 
partake of the Lord's Supper, & you infer 
they may be Baprized. | 
Ninthly ; Tho the Goſpel did not ſpread in- 
to all Nations, ec. yer ſure you conclude all 
were to be baptizc i in all Narions whereſo» 
ever the Goſpel did come, or was preached; 
or elſe, as we ſay, none in thoſe Nations, but 
ſuch who were made Diſciples, i. e. did be- 
lieve and repent : for if but ſome in rhoſe Na- 


tions where the Goſpel comes, were ro be 


Baptized, and not all, and yet more vuyht ſo 
to be; then ſuch who are d!{cipted firſt : Pray 
who are they, or how ſhall we know them 
to be included in che Commiſſion? Fot, as Mr. 
Barter ſuith, If we have it not here, where 


have we it? chis being the great or Char- 

cer of the Church for rhis Rire, unco which 
wee to ac in this Matter. 

ly 3 What what Cothe of the 

» 5, t, That Fidrra! 

* Candidates 


id, © 00 
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Adult Fomalts ? for "T4 % where: ſaid, fe tha 
believtth, and is baptiet4; whers bayos me an 


TInft ance of Female-Baptifh 7 © 8 
Rep. We ak you whether Male and Fe- 
male is not intended iu Mark 16. 15, he 
ſhe? aud ſo John 3. 3. Unleſs 4 Men bt 
Ai; the Woman Þ ipciuded ; ot, ha Wo- 
men tio Souls? Did You nevet read of the - 
Figure Sf, or- Conceptia, that compre» 
hends che leſs worthy under che more wor- 
thy, diger is ſub. d as for Exampl 
Quit tx & Joror ſuitis, tgo & later mi; 
prrinus tu & uxar qui Aal: h er:? 
and 


> 


ovd it's no leſʒ true in Divinity 3 fee chat full 
and never to be baffled place, 1 Cœ. . 16. 4 
Me 66 oupyg. wan Sec Gta. g. 27 And be called 
their Name Adam, they te ſhall be one Fleſh, 
Morcover, do we not read Womes were made 
Diſciples as well as Men, and ſo had the ſame 


right ro Bapriſm from the Commiſſion? 
t to detect your Ignorance of the Scrip- 
8, they belirued 
the Kingdom 
25255 
£16.15, 
(be had 
been a Woman. you are 
but younger Rrethren, and will do the Pedo- 


baptiſts no Service; ſhew ſuch a Proof for 
he Baptiſm of Infants, and your work is 


Scripture, dis utterly : 

we challenge you to ſhew from Anrhemck 
one Infant was baprized in the 

firſt or ſecomd Centuries, which we are not 

able to diſprove by as good Authority. 

Dirt; If there was not a Congregation 

called Auabaptiſts till 300 Years after Chriſt, 


cn )® 


ic ſignifies - nothiog, - as we have ſhewed,, # 

— , we —_ that all che Apoftoli- | 
cal Primitive Churches were Faptiſts, i“. 
ſuch who only bapti Believers, and ſo 
continued till cy. See our fur. her 
Anſwer to this Mercy. We ca 
prove there was a Teſtimony born * 
Infant · Baptiſm before 380 Years after Chriſt; 
nay, before the end of the third Century, 
See Tirtul. in his Book dt Baptiſmy, c,.18. who 

Infanc-Baptiſm, 1. From i mi- 
of chat Text, Hat. 19. 14. Suffer lirti⸗ 
Children to come punto me; the Lord ich, ſa) 3 
he, do lat forbid them to come wnto me; let them 
come, therefore when they grow elder, 
when learn, when they are caught why 
come, ler the = made Chriſtians 


Dr, Barlow ; ſaich he, Nrtallian diſutes and 
condemas Inſaut-Baptifm as wnwarrantabie and 
ratzonal 


. Daille alſo faith, that Tirtelliaz was of an 
Opinian, that Infants were not to be bap- 
tixed; the like ſay divers others, as 
Nr. Dacuers ſhews, which his Oppoſers- 
R — 

that it appears you are ignorant both 
of Sci and Hiſtory too, and do but 
abuſe your ſelves and che World alſo in this 
mater. Gentlemen, you were better give 
over, than a-freſh to blow up the Fire 
and Coal of Contenticn. You miſtake in 
your third Column, we are not to — 7 
a Negative, i. 4. That no Infant was bap- 
tized in thoſe Churches, yow muſt prove - 


were. 
Faurtten; Your y about our Saviour 
not being baptixed till chirty Years old, it 
was becauſe he was a Jew, and proſelyted 


Heathens were baptized when z 1s 
a kig-lcaf,. ſtill nn _ the old Jewiſh 

om; to which we have given you a: 
full Anſwer. 

Fiſteen ; What you ſay about dipping, 
and mention e a4 as wo oper, and that Au- 
thors ſhtwp that it ſignifies only, a bart pd — 

* - 


, * 


wihi⸗g, and that plunging and waſhing ave very 


=) 


_ difti«t ; This word comes from the ſame 


Verb you ſay ſignifies to dip or PR 
whereas you hint, that Beza would ha 
baptize them, but nor M them; you are 
reſolved to prevent that danger, who only 
Sprinkle or Rantize them. 

I affirm, Dipping or plunging, all learned 
in the Greek Tongue, and Criticks, do ge- 
nerally aſſert, is the literal, proper and ge- 
nuine Signification of the word gar 
and if it any where refers to waſhing, "tis 
to ſuch a waſhing as is done by dipping or 
ſwilling in the Water: all ſorts of waſhing are 
not diſting from dipping z and that g 
to baptize, is to waſh, unleis it it be ſuch 
a waſhing as is by dipping, we deny : is it 
not the ſame with Ja ? alio the Seprua- 


And 
ve us 


* gint do render the word Tabal by BamnC, 


and which all Tranſlators, ſaich a good Au- 
thor, both Latin, Dutch, Italian, French 
and Engliſh, do tranſlate to dip, and always 
ſignifies to dip, as Gen. 37. 31. Lv. 4. 6. 
Nunb. 15, 18. 2 Kings 5. 14, Kc. 

Grotius ſaith ic ſignifies to dip over Head 
and Fars. ” 

p Paſor, an Immerſion, Dipping, or Submer- 
fon. | 

Lieb in his Critica Sacra faith, its native 
and proper Signification is to dip int the 
Water, or to plunge under the Water; and 
that it is taken from a Diers Fat, and not a 
bare Waſhing only: See Caſaubon, Bucan, 
Bullinger, Zachy, Beza, Kc, 

To cloſe; have we not cauſe jo affirm 
you reproach us, to ſay our Ring Leaders 
come to ill Deaths. What ſignifies your 
Story of 42 Bocold of Leyden, and as if Era 
mut, &c. had an ill Opinion of rhe Anabapti/t 
of his time, does it follow you may vilify the 
Baptiſts of theſe times from thence? they 
might hold ſome Errors, and ſo may ſome 
ſo called now adays, as well as fome Fedo- 


"a 
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Baptiſts, who are Papiſta, Aim, Artitridits- 
rlans, Socinians, and what not; and ſome of 
them debauched Liyers, and made as ſhame - 
ful Ends; theſe ching cannot be anknown 
to you, but how baſe it js in you thus to 
write, let all ſober Men judg. Your 
tended Zeal will not acquit you from a 
dercus Tongue , and ſpeaking Evil of 
them "you know not. Are not the Papiſts 
Pedobaptifts, and ſome of the firſt and chief 
Aſſertors of it, and what an erronious Crew 
are ? do you think we cannot 


parallel 
ohn of Leyden amongſt ſome of rhe Pede. 
Lon Were thoſe Stories true of him 


355 | 
| 8 8 2-2 ; 
seil 


raid a> promulgate a 
firive Truth of Chriſt ? 4 P * 

Is n nor (aid, This Sect is every- where 
ſpoken againſt ? 

If you had called for Syllogiſtical Argu- 
ments, you might have had them, but you ask 
for Queries; you may have Logical Arge- 
ments enow if you pleaſe, bur you had better 
deſiſt. * 


To 


. 
_ 4K —ů— —— —— — 
— 8 


— 


4. hs. Mild th, AM tn the 


Can't ſee Mr. Eliot has done the 

Pexlo-Baptilts any Service, or that 
any Honour redounds to him for that 
Work of his. 

How in the Goſpel-Church-State, 
the Promiſe runs to Belie vers and their 


8 or Off- we have 
ME Babe” of two or 

| . . to be 
Diſciples, is without proof and irra- 
tional: What though they may be- 
long to the Kingdom of Heaven, or 
be ſaved, Baptiſm is of a mer poſi- 
tive Right 3 that Argument, l tell you 
. 3 will admit them to the Sacta- 
Lord's 45 — 


ay wr iim. Aud a 

4 but that it was reccived 
by divers as an Apoſtalical Tradition, 
N og before — — Au- 

vat that it was as ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, beſote yy a 
it, you can' t prove, tho 
not but *twas practiſed Aa in's 
Days. See Dr. Taylor, Lib. Proph. 
p. 232. And the truth of che Buſt» 
© nels is, (ſaith he) as * wages 
Command of 
Children to the ſuſception WI it; 
the neceſſity of pedo-Baptiſi m was 
© not determined in the Church till 
te the Canon that was made in the 
« Afilevatan Council, a Provincial in 
& Africa, never till then. I grant, 


To conclude with your Poſtſcript. 


— — n — 


4 * (/erb be) it was — 
ica before that tune , 

4 « e them, t ID 

© it; and though tha 

« hy Fas vt of er 
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Baptiſm, p. 2, upon Cem. 2. . 209. 
out of Clem. Epiſts 3. 41 Duth 


to 
e accompanied with Faith, Love 
of, Patience, after z ſee 
H. Montane, p. 45. and Dow 
boir, p. 16, to 22. and Dutch Ae. 


tyrology, where [gnatine's Letts arc 
mentioned to P, Traliemſu, ani 
to them of P, ' 


D All 
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particularly in the Point of Baptiſm 
and fell into ill Hands, &e, r. 


All that we can find of Irenew, is, 
Lib. 2. cap. 39. adv. Hereſ. * That 
< Chriſt did ſanctify every Age by 


his own ſuſception of ir, and limi- + 


& licude to it, all, I ay, who by him 
4 are born again to God. I all which 
is no word of Inſant. Baptiſm: Unleſs 
you wiredraw Conſequences from his 
words, as you do from the Scripture, 
to ſupport a tottering Structure, built 
on a falſe Foundation. That Irenew, 
or any other but Origens Teſtimony 
was in the caſe You have Dr. T aylor, 
in his Diſſnaſrve ag ainſt Popery, p. 1 18, 
printed 1667, one of his laſt Pieces, 
ſaying thus, viz. © That there is a 
* Tradition to baptize Infants, relies 
but upon two Witneſſes, Origen 
and Auſtin; and the latter having 
ce received it from the former, it relies 
upon a ſingle Teſtimony, which is 
but a pitiful Argument to prove a 
Tradition Apoſtolical : He is the 
, + firlt that ſpoke it, but Tertullian, 
that was before him, ſeems to 9 
& againſt it, which he would not have 
& done, if it had been a Tradition 
« Apoſtolical; And that it was not 
« , is but too certain, if there be 
% any Truth in the words of Ludov. 
4 Nes, ſaying, That anciently none 
were Baptized, but Perſons of ri- 
« per Age. 

And as to Origen's Works, there is 
cauſe to queſtion, whether they are to 
be regarded? for Mr. Perkins and o- 
chers doubt about them, becauſe no 
Greek C thereof are extant. 
And Dr. Taler faith, that many of 
his. Works are Corrupt and Erroneous, 


To conclude, the Learned Cures- 
lew, Inſtit. lib. 1. cap. 12. thus ſaith, 
Pœdobaptiſmus duobus primis a Chri- 
ſto nato ſeculis fuit incognitus, KC. 
Pedo-Baptiſm was unknown in the 
two firſt Ages after the Birth of Chriſt, 
but in the 3d and 4th it was approved 
of by a few; in the 5th and the 
following Ages, it began to be gene- 
rally received. And therefore ( as 
afterward he faith) this Rite is in- 
deed obſeryed by us as an ancient Cu- 


ſtom, but not as an Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition. 


34 Age 
after Chriſt ; but in the two former, 
no footſtep of it doth appear. 

And afterward, (faith he) Sine ip- 
fins [Chriſti] mandato introdufta eff. 
It was introduced without the Com- 
mand of Chriſt. * 


Now let the Reader confider, if 
our Authority is not greater than the 
bare Teſtimony of Zuinglius, a late 
prejudiced Writer. 


Gentlemen, 

Many Eyes are upon you, and di- 
vers diſcreet Men think you have not 
done well, to reflect upon ſo great a 
Party. of pious Chriſtian- People; y 

0 
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up Strife and Contention us z 
nor blame us to vindicate our Selves 
and Principle, when reproached and 
a after ſuch a ſort. But take 
than Points of Divinity. Certainly _ courſe, *tis better to provoke to 
no wiſe Man can juſtify your Eſſay, to Love, Peace and Unity amongſt one 


anſwer ſuch Queſtions as concern this another. 
Controverſy, &c. which tend to tir 


7 


